
  

For the Week of August 17th 
through August 24th, 2015 

 
 INDEPENDENCE DAY HOLIDAY HOURS 

 
The City of DeSoto offices will be closed on Friday, July 
3rd in observance of the Independence Day Holiday.   
 
The DeSoto Recreation Center will be open on Friday, July 
3rd from 8 am to noon and closed on July 4th.  The 
DeSoto Civic Center is closed on July 3rd and 4th and 
Summertime on Belt Line will not meet on July 3rd. 
 
The DeSoto Public Library and Computer Lab will be 
closed on July 3rd and 4th.  
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For the Week of August 17th 
through August 24th, 2015 

Race Relations - A Community Conversation  
This is the Discussion Topic for the Next DeSoto 

Dining and Dialogue Dinner Event 
 

The DeSoto community offers beauƟful homes, rolling hills, great neighborhoods and diverse people.  
However, like most American ciƟes, DeSoto is at risk of succumbing to the cultural and racial divide 
that oŌen separates us.   
 
The DeSoto Dining and Dialogue (DDD) program was organized in 2004 as a means to have a 
community conversaƟon about race, help neighbors get to know one another and foster friendships 
among residents.  The program seeks to bring together a diverse group of individuals to discuss issues 
facing our community on a personal level.  In fact, this program was a key reason why our City received 
the All‐America City award in 2006.     
 
DDD is a volunteer‐run organizaƟon that provides individuals of all ages, who live or work in DeSoto, 
the opportunity to get to know one another while having dinner and discussing topics of community 
interest.  These dinner events are held twice a year in public faciliƟes or private homes around DeSoto.  
The discussion is led by a trained facilitator who guides parƟcipants through quesƟons designed to 
elicit thoughts and opinions on issues facing our community.   
 
On September 12, 2015, the DeSoto Dining and Dialogue program will host a special dinner event at 
6:30 pm at the Seven EssenƟal Elements Events Center located at 2012 N. Hampton Road.  The 
discussion topic, “Race RelaƟons ‐ A Community ConversaƟon” will focus on relaƟons with our police 
department, faith community and school district.  RepresentaƟves from these three areas will lead a 
targeted discussion on race relaƟons around the country and how these interacƟons could impact 
DeSoto.   
 
The public is invited to aƩend this free dinner event.  However, you must register to aƩend at 
www.desotodd.org or by calling Kathy Jones at 972.230.9648.   
 
The DeSoto Dining and Dialogue program would like to offer a special thank you to Seven EssenƟal 
Elements Events Center for hosƟng the dinner at their beauƟful facility.  Make plans now to be a part 
of this important event for the DeSoto Community. 
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For the Week of August 17th 
through August 24th, 2015 

The DeSoto Arts Commission is Partnering with the Celebra ng Life 

Founda on to Promote Breast Cancer Awareness with a Prayer 

Breakfast on September 5, 2015 

For the last two years, the DeSoto Arts Commission has hosted a 5K Walk along the Roy Orr Trail to promote 

breast cancer awareness on the first Saturday in October.  In 2014, we discovered that another group was also 

doing a similar event on the very same day in Cedar Hill.  The CelebraƟng Life FoundaƟon has been hosƟng 

the Sister to Sister Walk for the last 14 year to raise money for breast cancer awareness and treatment 

for women of color.  

 

To kick off public registraƟon for the 5K Walk & Roll and Fitness FesƟval taking place in Cedar Hill on October 3rd, 

the DeSoto Arts Commission is hosƟng a Prayer Breakfast on Saturday, September 5, 2015 from 9 am to 11 am in 

the DeSoto Civic Center Blue Bonnet Rooms located at 211 E. Pleasant Run 

Road in DeSoto Town Center.  We are reaching out to the faith community 

and to breast cancer survivors and their families to join us for this special 

morning of prayer and reflecƟon.  There is no set cost for the breakfast but 

donaƟons will be accepted at the door.   

We are pleased to have as our special guest speaker, Karla AntoineƩe 

BapƟste, author of Dig In Your Heels, featured in the October ediƟon of O 

Magazine.  Karla was first diagnosed with stage three breast cancer at the 

age of 34.  Her breast cancer returned in 2014 metastasizing to her spine 

making it stage four.   However, as of February 2015, she is cancer‐free 

again.  Karla is an ambassador for the Stanford Cancer InsƟtute 

Community Partnership Program which aims to reduce breast cancer 

dispariƟes among African American women and will share her story with 

us.   

The Golden Voices Choir from the DeSoto Senior AcƟvity Center will 

perform during the Prayer Breakfast.  Ms. Pamela Dawson, Choral Director for DeSoto High School, will also 

provide special musical performance on her harp.   

Ovarian cancer survivor, Prophetess Sharonlyn Clay, will lead the gathering in prayers intended to provide hope 

for the fighters, peace for the survivors and prayers for the taken.   

The public is cordially invited to aƩend this special event in the DeSoto community.  Please register your 

aƩendance by calling  972‐230‐9648 or by email to kathy.jones@desototexas.gov. no later than September 1, 



4 
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through Aug. 24th, 2015 
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through August 24th, 2015 
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For the Week of August 17th, 
through August 24th, 2015 
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For the Week of August 17th 
through August 24th, 2015 

 

Mosquito Dunks Are Available at City Hall 
The City of DeSoto is partnering with the Dallas County Health and Human 
Services Department to address the problem of treaƟng the breeding sites of 
mosquitos that may carry the West Nile Virus.  Dallas County HHS has provided 
the City with an ample supply of mosquito dunks to distribute to residents.  
DeSoto residents can pick up these “dunks”, free of charge, at the City of DeSoto 
AcƟon Center, located in Jim Baugh Government Center at 211 E. Pleasant Run 
Road.  Residents will receive a pack of two per person, while supplies last.   
 
These mosquito dunks float on 
the surface of water and will 
keep working for 30 days or 
longer.  While floaƟng, they 
release long‐term mosquito 
larvacide at the water’s surface 
where it is eaten by growing 
mosquito larvae.  One dunk can 
treat up to 100 sq. Ō. of 
stagnant water.   Mosquitos that 

carry WNV breed in places where 
stagnant water accumulates 
such as drainage ditches, 
stagnant swimming pools, bird 
baths, plant containers and old 
Ɵres.  Contact the DeSoto 
Environmental Health Specialist 
if you have WNV quesƟons at 972.230.9600, or visit the DCHHS website at: 
hƩp://www.dallascounty.org/department/hhs/home.html. 
 
 


